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IN THIS ISSUE….. 

The Sonoma County Abalone Network (S.C.A.N.) recently elected Rocky 
Daniels to succeed S.C.A.N. Founder George Lawry as President of the 
State's leading Abalone Anti-Poaching Organization. 
 
"Not a time to relax and reminisce," says George Lawry, S.C.A.N.'s 
outgoing President.  "The poachers are still at it; only their methods and 
technology have changed due to the tighter regulations imposed by 
California's Department of Fish and Game and the stricter law 
enforcement by the courts and excellent investigative methods of the 
Dept of Fish and Game." 
 
Rocky Daniels, a founding member of SCAN, active diver, former dive 
club president and current member of the Dept. of Fish and Game 
Director's Recreational Abalone Advisory Committee, will take over as 
President immediately. 
 
SCAN is starting the next ten years with new officers and an expanded 
board of directors. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Published on June 28, 2005 

Game wardens confiscated 167 abalone and issued 92 citations at week-
end checkpoints on Highway 1 along the Sonoma and Mendocino coasts, 
authorities said Monday. 
 
The checkpoints coincided with low tides that brought out a large number 
of abalone divers, said Troy Swauger, a spokesman for the state Depart-
ment of Fish and Game.  The checkpoints are part of a state effort to pro-
tect the abalone population and augmented a special unit that patrols the 
coast looking for poaching. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Failure to properly fill out the abalone report 
cards in a timely manner is the most dominant 
violation being handed out by wardens, park 
rangers and life guards. 
 
There are people who deliberately do not fill out 
the report cards in hopes of getting a “free” limit 
and extending their own 24 per year limit.   
Most of us, I think, would agree that these guys 
should be hammered; don’t play the game 
unless you’re willing to lose the pot.    
 
Then there are those who tend to procrastinate 
doing paperwork as a natural human 
inclination.  As natural as this maybe, it’s not 
much of an excuse.  Be clear on what the 
standards of enforcement are, follow them and 
you won’t have a problem.   

 
Finally, there are those who are ignorant of the 
regulations, haven’t kept up with the changing 
standards of enforcement over the past few 
years or are honestly confused by the 
regulations.  This group is deserving of a 
benefit of the doubt but, for the past couple of 
years, they’re not getting it thanks to the first 
group.  Wardens see enough intentional 
violations and have been burnt enough giving 
the benefit of the doubt that they’ve become 
very hardnosed about enforcement.   

 
However, Fish and Game has not done a very 
good job of making the abalone report card 
regulations clear or making them reasonably 
easily to comply with.  This is especially true for 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Published on June 25, 2005 

3 MEN TO BE CHARGED WITH VIOLATING 
FISH AND GAME LAWS AFTER SURVEIL-
LANCE 
 
Three men were arrested Friday by game war-
dens who reported finding 24 abalone in their 
car, well above the daily limit of three per per-
son. 
 
Their car was stopped at 2 a.m. on Highway 1 
near Fort Ross by state Department of Fish 
and Game officers, capping a two-month inves-
tigation.  Steve Martarano, a spokesman for 
Fish and Game, said the men had been under 
surveillance since May, when wardens and 
state Parks and Recreation officers saw them 
making frequent diving trips to the coast. 
 
The men were arrested on suspicion of violat-
ing Fish and Game laws, which carries fines 
ranging from $15,000 to $40,000 per charge, 
and suspicion of conspiracy. 
 
They were identified as Chinh Quan Le, 52, 

and Thoai Quan Hoang Le, 26, both of Oak-
land, and Van Dom Treinh, 43, whose last 
known address was in British Columbia. 
 
Game wardens are expected to be on the coast 
today, inspecting for violations of abalone regu-
lations. 
 
The Highway 1 checkpoint, announced earlier 
this week, will coincide with low tides, which 
are a prime time for abalone collecting, accord-
ing to the state Department of Fish and Game. 
 
A fishing license and an abalone permit report 
card are required to take abalone. Commercial 
harvesting is illegal. 
 
The abalone bag limit is three a day or in pos-
session, with a minimum size of 7 inches for 
red abalone. 
 
There is a seasonal limit of 24 abalone a year. 



S.C.A.N. is dedicated to the  
protection of the North Coastal 

Marine Environment and  
the wise management  

of the abalone resource. 
 
 

_______________ 
 
 

S.C.A.N. Officers  

 

Rocky Daniels  

President 

Vacant 

Vice President 

George Lawry 

Treasurer 

Curtis Degler 

Secretary 

 

Directors 

Rand Floren 

Mike Malone 

 

Jerel Culver, Atty 

(Legal Advisor) 

_______________ 
 
 
 

The S.C.A.N. Newsletter is published 
quarterly.  We welcome your article 

submissions and/or news items.    
Please send items to the: 

 
 

Sonoma County Abalone Network 
P.O. Box 3801 

Santa Rosa, CA  95402 . 
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We are always looking for new faces on our Board of Directors 
and also committees.  Please send a brief profile and why you 
would like to participate with SCAN activities to SCAN, P.O. Box 
3801, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. 

Van Barbieri San Luis Obispo, CA 

John Wolf Berkeley, CA 

Terry Hennessy Chico, CA 

Art Carney Santa Rosa, CA 

Frank Harvey Santa Rosa, CA 

Daniel Neal Davis, CA 

�
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Rocky Daniels 

After 10 years of existence, SCAN’s slate of officers and directors 
has gone through some major changes.  (See sidebar to the left.) 
Many thanks are due to the outgoing directors who’ve long been 
working on behalf of SCAN and northern California’s abalone 
resource.  Our outgoing directors are Roy Spadoni, Ralph Voltmer, 
Greg Gunheim and Dennis Ronlund.  If you have an interest in 
stepping into their shoes, please contact one (or more) SCAN 
officers.  
 
We have a new shipment of tee shirts and hats available in M, L, 
XL, XXL & XXXL (abalone divers are a beefy bunch). (See 
ordering information on page 7 with the Membership Renewal 
Application.) 
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Our sharp newsletter with colored photo-art is printed by Goode Printing and 
Mailing  of  Rohnert Park, CA.  Bill Goode, avid ab diver, has donated  printing 
services for the past several years.  Huge thanks to Bill and his crew! 
 
The newsletter is set up and formatted by Copy Plus  of Gualala, CA.  Thanks, 
David Goretsky and staff! 
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Possession of an over-limit of abalone, no 
matter the number, is currently a misdemeanor 
that is punishable by a fine of no more than 
$1000 and six months in jail.  In one case last 
year, two commercially-licensed sea urchin 
divers from Southern California were caught 
with 468 abalone in possession.  Under Fish 
and Game regulations, they could only be 
charged with a misdemeanor.  But, because 
they worked as a team, those two divers were 
charged with Conspiracy to Commit a 
misdemeanor, a felony, and they are now doing 
time in state prison.  That’s the good news.  The 
bad news is that a lone diver with 468 abalone 
in possession would be much harder to 
prosecute as a felony and would probably end 
up with a misdemeanor conviction.    

 
This loophole in the long is long overdue for 
closure.  SCAN has partnered with Cen-Cal and 
the Recreational Fishing Alliance to propose 
this needed legislation.  We’ve met with Senator 
Wes Chesbro’s staff to work on language for 
the proposed bill.  The proposal is to amend the 
law to allow a prosecutor to chose between a 
misdemeanor and a felony when a person is in 
possession of a number of abalone that can be 
reasonably presumed to be for commercial 
purposes (25 has been suggested).   
 
Black market traffic in abalone continues on the 
north cost.  This legislation would provide 
prosecutors and law enforcement with another 
weapon in combating illegal activities.   

shore-pickers and shore-divers.  The 
regulations specifically state that “[p]ersons 
diving from the shore shall keep the license and 
abalone permit report card within 500 yards on 
the shore.  Persons shall immediately upon 
bringing ashore an abalone, make a hole and 
completely remove the punched section from 
the report card…”  Some people have been 
cited for not filling out the report card 
immediately on hitting the beach.  It seems to 
us that this standard of enforcement is going 
overboard in general and especially if the 
sportsmen’s license/report card are legally 
sitting in a vehicle within 500 yards of the dive 
site.   
 

Adding insult to injury, CDFG didn’t perforate 
the punch cards this year.  As hard as punching 
the cards has been when they were perforated, 
this year’s cards are all the worse.  CDFG’s 
mid-year advisory about this mistake advised 
divers to use either scissors or a hole punch to 
side-step this problem.  Obviously, that advice 
came from someone missing a few clues about 

abalone diving.  Equally obvious, filling out and 
punching out a report card on a beach (or on 
your boat) is more than a trivial challenge.    
  

SCAN is trying to develop some understanding 
with CDFG that we can coherently convey to 
the sport community.  We’ll let you know what 
we learn as we get it.  Be forewarned, however, 
that enforcement is a subjective judgment for 
the officer on the scene and standards aren’t 
very consistent.  If you’re not willing to spend a 
day or two in court sorting out what you 
reasonably believe is an unwarranted citation, 
than my best suggestion to is follow a simple 
standard: fill-out the paperwork on the boat 
or the beach, which-ever is earlier .  And, yes, 
kayaks are considered to be boats by CDFG.  
  

At the very real risk of sounding silly, you might 
want to verify that the writing utensils you’re 
carrying will write on soggy abalone report 
cards.  Law enforcement isn’t very sympathetic 
if your pen and soggy card don’t play well 
together. 
 
Dive safely and do you paperwork (yuk!). 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Curtis Degler, PADI certified diving instructor, 
underwater photographer, past Diver 
representative to the California Dept. of Fish 
and Game's MLPA's central region, will 
become Secretary. 
 
Outgoing President and SCAN founder, 
George will stay on as the Treasurer. 
 
With newly elected officers and new directors, 
SCAN is ready to take on new challenges. 
 
"Much is happening with our ocean and it 

seems everyone wants a piece of it.  There will 
be conflicts to resolve.  Although our prime 
mission, as always, will remain with abalone 
issues, we must look at the broad picture of the 
marine environment and how it can be best 
utilized for all Californians" commented George 
Lawry. 
 
"If we are able to continue S.C.A.N.'s 
successes of the past 10 years, I'm optimistic 
that our grandchildren and their children can 
enjoy a healthy abalone fishery off California's 
north coast" reflects Rocky Daniels, in-coming 
SCAN President.. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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In a skillet, heat the oil and quickly fry the abalone cubes until 
golden brown, about 30 seconds and set aside. Heat the wa-
ter in a 2-quart saucepan until boiling. Add 1 teaspoon salt 
and the potatoes, return to boiling, then reduce heat and sim-
mer until potatoes are tender, about 30 minutes. Drain and 
cool the potatoes, then peel and cut into ½ inch cubes and set 
aside. 

In a dutch oven, over medium-high heat, cook the bacon until 
crisp, stirring occasionally. Remove with a slotted spoon and 
set aside. Add the onion, then cook and stir until tender, about 
2 minutes. Reduce to medium heat and stir in milk, flour, ½ 
teaspoon salt, pepper and thyme. Cook, stirring constantly un-
til thickened and bubbly. Reduce heat to low, blend in the 
Half-and-Half, and add the potato cubes and abalone. Cook 
over low heat, gently stirring, for 12 to 13 minutes more. Gar-
nish with sliced green onion, if desired. 

Serves 8 

  

This is from THE ABALONE LOVER'S COOKBOOK, Second 
Edition by Jeri Siegel and Michael Hill. 

· 1 quart water 

· 1 teaspoon salt 

· 4 large red potatoes, 
 (about 2 pounds) 

· 1 pound raw tenderized 
 abalone, cut into ¼ inch cubes 

· 6 slices bacon, chopped 

· ¼ cup all-purpose flour 

· ½ teaspoon salt 

· 1/8 teaspoon pepper 

· 1/8 teaspoon dried thyme leaves 

· 3 cups milk 

· 1 small bay leaf 

· 2 cups Half and Half 

· 2 tablespoons sesame oil 
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Marine Region, Department of Fish and 
Game 
 
The first half of the 2005 abalone season kept 
game wardens along the coast extremely 
busy. The number of people taking abalone 
appears to be up, and so is the number of 
people violating the abalone laws. We are 
seeing a variety of violations including; failure 
to complete abalone report cards, illegal 
alteration of abalone report 
cards, over limits, undersize 
abalone, take of abalone at 
night, exceeding annual 
limit of 24 abalone, and the 
take of abalone in closed 
area’s (south of San 
Francisco). The one 
violation that continues to 
be a problem is the altering 
of abalone permit report 
cards.  
 
We have found people 
altering the abalone permit 
report cards to exceed the 
daily limit, as well as, the 
annual limit. We have been 
using various methods to detect these 
violations. The District Attorney’s Office and 
the Court’s have been supportive of these 
cases. Hopefully they will be just as 
supportive in handing down fines appropriate 
to the violations. Pursuant to Fish & Game 
Code Section 5521.5 there is a rebuttable 
presumption that a person “who takes or 
possesses more than 12 individual abalone or 
takes abalone in excess of the annual bag 
limit (24), possesses the abalone for 
commercial purposes.” The punishment for 

this violation includes a fine of not less than 
$15,000 or more than $40,000 and 
imprisonment in the county jail for up to a 
year.  
 
We have conducted two abalone checkpoints 
this year. The first checkpoint was conducted 
on June 25th at Russian Gulch in Sonoma 
County. The second checkpoint was 
conducted on June 26th at Hwy 20 in 

Mendocino County. There 
w e r e  1 4 8 2  p e o p l e 
c o n t a c t e d  a t  t h e 
checkpoints and there was 
a total of 92 citations 
issued. The response from 
the public at these 
checkpoints continues to be 
very positive, and many of 
the  peop le  a t  the 
checkpoints ask us to 
conduct more checkpoints. 
 
We are still short handed 
with game wardens on the 
coast. This obviously limits 
what we can do and when 
we can do it. We have been 

receiving tremendous support from the allied 
agencies on the coast. State Park and 
Regional Park personnel spend a lot of their 
time focused on abalone enforcement. They 
have made many cases this year and some of 
the suspects have been charged with 
commercial abalone sections. There has also 
been a push to share information amongst the 
allied agencies. This has resulted in some 
excellent cases being made. One tool that 
has proved itself invaluable this year has 

(Continued on page 7) 
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T 
he number of 
people taking 
abalone ap-
pears to be up, 

and so is the number of 
people violating the aba-
lone laws….The one viola-
tion that continues to be a 
problem is the altering of 
abalone permit report 
cards.  
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S.C.A.N. Membership/Renewal Application  
 
If you wish to join or renew your membership in Sonoma County Abalone Network , please fill out this form, make 
out a check for $10.00 membership, and send both to:  Sonoma County Abalone Network , P.O. Box 3801, Santa 
Rosa, CA  95402.  
 
YES, I WANT TO HELP PREVENT ABALONE POACHING: 
 
   __________  NEW MEMBER       

   __________  RENEWING MEMBER 

Member Name________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Street Address ____________________________________ __________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State____________ __ Zip___________ Phone____________________ 

Special Interests__________________________________ ____________________________________ 
  

 Qty.___________ MEMBERSHIP $10.00 ________________ __ 

 Qty.___________ S.C.A.N. HATS $15.00 _____________ _____ 

 Qty.___________ S.C.A.N. T-SHIRT $15.00 __________ ______ 

  (circle size)  M / L / XL / XXL / XXXL   

   TOTAL REMITTANCE $___________________ 
 

SIGNATURE_____________________________________________________ DATE_______________________ 

Stepped-up enforcement also came just before 
the season closes Thursday for the month of 
July, reopening on Aug. 1. 
 
Swauger said violations included exceeding the 
limit and not properly using the punch-card 
counting system. Violations carry a maximum 
$1,000 fine and six months in jail. 

 
A fishing license and an abalone permit report 
card are required to take abalone. Commercial 
harvesting is illegal. 
 
The abalone limit is three a day or in posses-
sion, with a minimum size of seven inches for 
red abalone. There is a seasonal limit of 24  
abalone a year. 

(Continued from page 1) 

been the use of digital cameras by enforcement 
personnel. At the beginning of the abalone 
season new cameras were purchased for the 
enforcement personnel working along the coast. 
These cameras were issued to personnel from 
Fish and Game, State Parks, and Regional 
Parks. These cameras were purchased with 
money received from SCAN and the Sonoma 
County Fish & Wildlife Advisory Board.  

 
Thank you for your continued support with the 
protection of the abalone resource. I would 
encourage your members to follow the bigger 
abalone cases in court. I know that your 
presence in the courtroom has made a 
difference in the past. Please continue to report 
observed violations, and thanks for being our 
eyes and ears out there. Be safe.       

(Continued from page 6) 
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