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Here we go again, just as the D.F.G. Ma-
rine Division has gained positions and 
has made its presence known on the 
North Coast, the ax falls again! 
 
At this writing it is not known just how 
deep the cuts will be.  We can be as-
sured however that a reduction in the 
number if wardens will occur; retiring offi-
cers will most likely not be replaced; 
overtime will be reduced or eliminated, 
and in general enforcement officers will 
be spread thin along the coast. 
 
This is exactly the climate that poachers 
will be looking for. 
 
What can we do to help remedy the loss 
of D.F.G. coverage?  When SCAN was 
formed we had teams patrol the coast, 
passing out literature and reporting sus-
pect activities.  This activity slowly de-

clined and became less structured as 
D.F.G. enforcement increased. 
 
We now must again become more active 
on the coast.  With over 300 members 
our impact can make a difference.  When 
diving or picking, take a little more time to 
look around, see what is going on in the 
water and at parking areas.  We are not 
out to confront or harass people; be a 
“casual” observer and report suspicious 
activity or behavior. 
 
If you observe a flagrant violation – using 
scuba or carrying a bucketful of under-
size abs – use your judgement on ap-
proaching the individual(s).  Remember 
that they may be under surveillance by 
an undercover officer and your involve-
ment may blow the case. 

(Continued on page 7) 

How large do red abalone, Haliotis rufes-
cens, have to be before they can contrib-
ute to reproduction in northern California?  
The answer for reproduction in red aba-
lone is; the bigger the better.  Small aba-
lone, less that 3 inches (75mm) in shell 
length are not yet sexually mature.  Males 
mature at 3 inches, while females must be 
at least 4.1 inches (106mm) before they 
are sexually mature.  The smallest fe-
males have roughly 63,000 eggs, while 
abalone 5-6 inches average 990,000 
eggs.  Once abalone reach legal size (7 
inches), the number of eggs per female 
more than doubles to an average of 2.4 
million eggs.  In the hatchery setting, 

small red abalone can be fed large quanti-
ties of kelp, which hasten the maturation 
process giving a kick-start to immature 
eggs and sperm. In the wild however, red 
abalone must be larger that 3.0 inches to 
be sexually mature and the larger they are 
the more gametes they can spawn.  
Quantifying reproduction is important for 
examining egg per recruit models and the 
wise management of the recreational red 
abalone fishery on the north coast. 
 
How did we get these results on abalone 
reproduction?  Using funds for, the aba-
lone stamp, we collected a large number 

(Continued on page 6) 
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By Dr. Laura Rogers-Bennett and Richard F. Dondanville 
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 SCAN will be awarding its annual Mia Tegner 
Scholarship this spring to a worthy student of Marine 
Biology.  We’re working with the Biology instructors at 
Santa Rosa Junior College but the scholarship – an 
award of $500-$750 depending on merit – is available to 
any college student who meets the following require-
ments: 
  
·  Is a full-time biology or marine science student with 

a 3.0 or higher G.P.A. 
·  The essay should concern the Northern California 

near-shore marine environment. 
 
Possible topics might include, but are not limited to: 
 
 A. Sustainable utilization of resources 
 B. Student research with local scientists, 

     fishermen, environmentalists, politicians, etc. 
 C. History of resource use and/or management 
  on the North Coast 
 D. Effect of El Nino on the North Coast 
 E. Ecology of the kelp forest 
 F. Conservation of near-shore resources. 
  
The scholarship is in memory of Dr. Mia Tegner, a world 
authority of the ecology of the California kelp forest and 
nearshore marine resources.  Dr. Tegner was a re-
search scientist at Scripps for 31 years, a recognized 
force in the conservation of the kelp forest and the re-
cipient of numerous awards, including SCAN’s Conser-
vation Award in 1998.  It is our hope that this scholar-
ship will encourage young scholars to follow in her foot-
steps.  ������������  
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By Randy Floren 

The September 13, 2003 RAAC meeting in Oakland up-
dated members on the status of DFG’s funding.  There 
was a lot of good news for poachers and a lot of bad 
news for abalone. 
 
Wildlife protection has lost 8 game wardens to retirement 
that the department will not replace.  That leaves 32 ma-
rine wardens statewide.  Eleven of those remaining war-
dens have been notified that they may be laid off by this 
coming November.  The math leaves only 21 wardens for 
the entire state. 
 
In addition to headcount concerns, DFG management 
has mandated no overtime pay regardless of where the 
money comes from (including dedicated funding sources 
like abalone card sales).  So instead of last year’s 
$66,000 in overtime pay allotted from the abalone stamp 
funds, this year’s budget included nothing in that cate-
gory.  The overtime issue for wildlife protection is sensi-
tive in light of the looming layoffs in law enforcement and 
a potential 50% reduction in scientific personnel as well.  
Still, the RAAC is sending a recommendation to the Di-
rector of Fish and Game that the $66,000 in abalone 
card funds be reinstated and released for overtime use 
by wildlife enforcement.  We’ll need to keep an eye of 
how this request is handled. 
 
With forced personnel reductions in scientific staff, the 
current lack of solid biological data isn’t expected to im-
prove anytime soon.  This, in turn, will require an increas-
ingly conservative (draconian) approach to resource 
management in the years ahead.  Such are the chal-
lenges encountered when financial resources go poof in 
the night. 
 

There were subjects other than finances discussed: 
 
RAAC has been without one of its scientific advisors for 
more than a year.  Three candidates, Paul Dayton of 
Scripps, Carolyn Friedman of Friday Harbor and DFG’s 
Jim Moore of Bodega Bay, were submitted to the com-
mittee for consideration.  Jim Moore withdrew himself 
due to the legal limitation of only one DFG scientist on 
the committee.  The other two candidates were dis-
cussed in executive session and it was decided to ask 
Paul Dayton to join RAAC with Carolyn Friedman as an 
alternate. 
 
RAAC is also in need of a northern California representa-
tive replacement for Mike Hendersen.  Two candidates 
are under consideration and a decision is expected dur-
ing a follow-up conference call. 
 
Scientific presentations to the committee included Dr. 
Laura Rogers-Bennett reporting on north coast recruit-
ment modules and abalone reproduction and growth 
rates, Jerry Kashiwada updating the committee on the 
status of transect and telephone surveys, and Jim Moore 
informing on the latest withering syndrome/RLP develop-
ments off northern California.  The information presented 
was too extensive even to summarize in this space, but a 
couple of bits might be of particular interest: 
Withering syndrome/RLP has spread no farther; DFG is 
working now to locate the northern border of the RLP 
spread from the south. 
 
Abalone STILL take 12 years to reach 7” in size and 
males reach sexual maturity faster than females 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Question: When do you punch you report card? 
 
1. Immediately after taking an abalone and coming out of the water? 
2. After arriving back at the parking lot? 
3. After resting by you car and having a beer? 
4. After changing into dry clothes? 
5. After getting into your vehicle and leaving the parking lot? 
6. On the way home? 

  
If you selected number 1 you will not get a citation!  If you selected 2, 3 or 4 you 
may get a citation.  If you selected 5 or 6 you will definitely get cited. 
  
I have talked recently to three people who were cited for report card violations 
as described in 2, 3 and 4 above.  Fines ranged from $150.00 to $500.00.  
There seems to be some room for interpretation, depending on the agency in-
volved in issuing the citation. 
  
To be safe, bring your card to the water’s edge or within 500 yards.  A reason-
able interpretation is to punch the card immediately upon reaching your vehicle. 
 
Don’t have your day ruined and your abs confiscated.  Read the rules: 
  
Section 29.15: 
  

“ Persons must, immediately upon taking and/or bringing 
ashore an abalone, make a hole in the report card in one 
of the designated locations and record with indelible ink, 
the date, time and location in the spaces provided adja-
cent to the hole.”            ������������  
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by George Lawry 

At the August 28 meeting in 
Santa Rosa, the commission took no 
action on the ARMP.  In fact, it was 
not included in the agenda. 
 
Public meetings were to be scheduled 
this summer, however, for reasons 
unknown to me the meetings never 
happened.  SCAN has written a letter 
to the commission seeking an update 
in the hearing process. 
 
Kon Karpov, one of the ARMP au-
thors, has contacted me and indicated 
that public hearings are being sched-
uled (no dates or places yet) and pub-
lic input at the commission level will be 
part of the process. 
 
Meanwhile get a copy of the plan or 

visit it on the web at http://
www.dfg.ca.gov/mrd/armp/entire.html 
 
(See also report of RAAC on page 2 
by Rocky Daniels). 
 
UPDATE:   We have received an an-
swer to our letter to the commission: 
 
October 28:  The commission has 
scheduled the first special hearing on 
the draft ARMP for November 19, 
2003 in Monterey.  The meeting will 
be from 6 to 9 PM at the Monterey 
Beach Hotel, the Bay View Room, 
2600 Sand Dunes Drive.  Two other 
hearings are planned to receive public 
comment, one in Fort Bragg and one 
in southern California – dates / time to 
be announced.  Keep tuned.  ������������  
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The following article is reprinted with 
the approval of Spearfishing Maga-
zine, on the web at spearfishing-
magazine.com,  863-533-4114).  
Spearfishing Magazine is now linked 
to the SCAN website at abalonenet-
work.org 
 
If you surveyed divers who began 
their hunting careers in California 
before the 1990©s, it©s likely that, at 
one time or another, they have all 
gone after a prized mollusk known 
as the abalone. For most, hunting 
abalone was their introduction to 
freediving.  
 
Today in the Southern California at 
least three species of abalone hover 
on the brink of extinction. In Northern 
California, the primary species con-
tinues to flourish, although some 
point to problem signs and divers 
have been subject to tightening regu-
lations.  
 
To understand the modern abalone 
fishery, you need to take a step back 
in time and to a continent across the 
globe. It is a story of money, greed, 
racism, politics, and persistence. 
__________________________ 
 
When Russian explorers began to 
feel their way down the California 
coast in the late 1700’s, they found 
an aquatic mammal with a rich, luxu-
rious coat. They also found a native 
population that could be exploited 
and forced to hunt these creatures. 
The pelts of the sea otter fetched 
high prices back in Russia and other 
parts of the world. With all the 
needed elements in place, the Rus-
sians and other fur traders began 
harvesting the otters with a venge-
ance, to the point that by the early 
1900©s the California Sea Otter was 
thought to be extinct. 
 
Few sea creatures mourned the loss 
of this voracious eater, none less 
than the various species of abalone. 
With their primary predator removed 
from the ocean, they began to slowly 
build their population to numbers 
never seen before. Natives would 

harvest abalone from the tide pools, 
eating the meat and using the beau-
tiful mother of pearl shells for trade 
(abalone shells have been found at 
digs as far away as the Mississippi). 
Untouched, the deeper populations 
would continue to breed, replenish-
ing and building the stocks. 
 
During the 1850©s the Gold Rush and 
building of the railroads brought an 
influx of workers across the sea from 
China to California. Venturing to the 
seashore, they discovered an aston-
ishing population of the large mol-
lusks sitting untouched in water no 
deeper than their ankles. The first 
commercial industry sprung up 
around the abalone, the product be-
ing dried and shipped back to China. 
Harvesting was done by hand or with 
pry bars in shallow water. Uncom-
fortable with the “yellow peril” in their 
midst, the government passed a vari-
ety of laws that shut down immigra-
tion vital to maintain the businesses 
labor pool. Without workers, the 
fledgling industry collapsed. The 
abalone would, for a time, be safe to 
multiply and grow again, until an-
other immigrant group would dis-
cover white gold on the shores of 
California. 
 
Japanese men began arriving in the 
US during the 1880©s, drawn in by 
promises of gold that could be 
picked up like stones off the streets. 
Operators looking for a cheap source 
of manual labor made the promises. 
Like the Chinese, the Japanese no-
ticed potential wealth sitting unmo-
lested on the shoreline. Unlike the 
Chinese, they had access to and 
knowledge about diving equipment, 
allowing them to exploit deeper wa-
ter stocks. After a longer period of 
time they too would find that their 
race would be used to shut down 
their business.  
 
With only a few days notice after the 
start of World War II, citizens and 
immigrants of Japanese origin living 
on the West Coast were rounded up 
and herded into internment camps. 
Many were forced to sell their opera-

tions at a few pennies on the dollar, 
or abandon them entirely. By 1942 
abalone harvest had dropped to 3% 
of the previous highs. To try to bump 
start the industry, California©s DF & G 
opened up closed areas along the 
Central Coast (previous industry had 
been centered in the Southern Cali-
fornia and the Monterey area). As 
the war drew to a close, former 
Japanese operators and Anglos be-
gan to partner up in harvest and 
processing operations. From 1948 to 
1968, operators took between 4 to 5 
million pounds of abalone per year. 
By ©68 223 boats, and over 800 per-
mits were operating in the industry.  
 
With no commercial opposition, in 
1952 DF & G banned the use of 
SCUBA in Northern California, along 
with for-profit harvest. The often-
rough conditions north of San Fran-
cisco were considered an impedi-
ment to any viable commercial in-
dustry. In fact several tries at estab-
lishing operations along this coast by 
Japanese immigrants had failed, 
both from weather and because of 
locals hostile to "foreigners". There 
was plenty of abalone to be had 
without braving treacherous seas.  
____________________________ 
 
1969 was a pivotal year in the US. 
Neil Armstrong stepped on the 
moon, Woodstock encapsulated the 
60©s, death at Altamont ended the 
"Summer of Love", and for the first 
time, the harvest of abalone dropped 
below 4 million pounds. Despite less 
abalone being harvested, 1971 
brought a decision to permit exporta-
tion of abalone from the US, opening 
up vast and lucrative markets, but 
defying logical resource manage-
ment. In another unfathomable 
move, they reduced the size limit on 
one type of abalone for commercial 
take. It was clear profits came first. 
 
Numbers continued to plummet and 
by 1979 the harvest dropped below 
one million pounds for the first time 
since 1920 (excluding the war pe-

(Continued on page 5) 
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riod).  From this point the catch snow-
balled downward. Commercial divers 
continued their harvest, along with 
recreational divers who were allowed 
to use tanks south of San Francisco. 
Deep-water stocks, which had been 
vital to replenishing populations, were 
being systematically wiped out in the 
southern areas. The Sea Otter, once 
thought to be extinct, began to re-
populate small stretches of central 
California, vacuuming up everything 
in their path in the areas where they 
established a foothold. As abalone 
populations became stressed, para-
sites and disease began to find their 
way into communities. The Commis-
sion responded by closing a few sec-
tions of denuded coastline, but was 
otherwise silent.  
____________________________ 
 
Walking into the back room at the 
Round Table Pizza in Hayward, CA in 
the mid 1980©s you would have found 
a small, poorly funded group that, 
from the outside, appeared to be 
more a motley assortment of divers 
than a political force. Most meetings 
never drew more than a hand full of 
divers; though paid membership 
amounted to several hundred sup-
porters. The group was dedicated to 
saving an ocean snail, and over pizza 
and beer, tossed around strategies to 
stop the hastening decline of a fishery 
they had grown to love. By a force of 
reason and passion, they would man-
age to defeat a multi million-dollar 
industry.  
 
The Abalone and Marine Resources 
Council (AMRC) was led by its foun-
der, Paul Turnbull, who, with help 
from Gene Kramer and others, 
pushed forward with one guiding prin-
ciple: "No compromise". The group 
began appearing at every Fish and 
Game hearing, haranguing the Com-
mission to do their job, to protect the 
resources they were the custodians 
of. Often, the only voices during the 
"public comment" period, they were 
more or less dismissed as crackpots. 
Gradually, the AMRC began to piece 
together evidence that proved damn-
ing to the industry©s (and Commis-

sion©s) assertions that all was well. 
Declining harvest numbers, and sur-
veys from "healthy" reserve areas 
proved the abalone was in peril. The 
press soon began to take notice, and 
finally the Commission succumbed to 
public and scientific pressure and 
closed the majority of the Southern 
California area, leaving only a small 
portion of the state south of San Fran-
cisco open to any commercial har-
vest. The little guy had won a partial 
victory, but there was more to be 
done. 
 
With only a few operators left in busi-
ness, demand for abalone soared. 
Prices were rocketing up with retail 
prices eventually pointing towards  
$70/lb. Few questioned where exactly 
the abalone had been taken. It be-
came apparent to many divers that 
sections of the (non-commercial, 
breath hold only) northern coast were 
being stripped at an alarming rate. 
Wardens would occasionally catch 
individuals poaching, trunks filled with 
dozens of "limits", and undersized 
abalone. Judges slapped them with a 
small fine, and sent them to their 
wholesalers or local restaurants to 
sell their stolen goods. Able to make 
hundreds or thousands of dollars a 
day with little chance of getting 
caught, the fines were a standing 
joke, a small cost of business to be 
paid on the rare occasions they were 
discovered.  Looting of the coast had 
begun in earnest. 
 
Who were these poachers?  In sev-
eral high profile cases they were in-
dustry "leaders." One of the state©s 
largest processors was busted ship-
ping millions of dollars of poached 
abalone overseas, abalone taken by 
a ring he funded. In another case the 
industry spokesman was caught, out 
of season and in a reserve area, with 
abalone filled scuba tanks, the spe-
cially modified tanks sucking the 
credibility from his statements that 
this was the first time he had done 
such a thing. And finally, the commer-
cial industry©s state appointed repre-
sentative, to a committee formed to 
develop a recovery plan, was con-
victed after being found in possession 
of hundreds of illegal abalone.  
  

But in most cases they were smaller 
groups, friends and acquaintances, 
some from the diving community, who 
found easy money in raping a re-
source. Some were bold enough to 
write stories about their escapades on 
web sites, glorifying themselves with 
pictures of undersized abalone pried 
off of rocks with screw drivers (see 
picture). 
  
Disgusted with the small fines handed 
out to arrogant and often repeat of-
fenders, another grass roots group 
coalesced in Sonoma County. 
Founded by George Lawry, with help 
from Director Mark Malone, Randy 
Floren, Rocky Daniels, and others, 
SCAN (the Sonoma County Abalone 
Network) began to show up at court 
hearings. They wrote letters to 
judges, pressed the District Attorneys 
to file felony charges where war-
ranted and worked with the local 
press. In Brooke Halsey they found a 
sharp and cooperative DA, and in the 
Santa Rosa Press Democrat, a paper 
that was interested in protected a vital 
economic resource (it©s been esti-
mated that abalone diving brings mil-
lions of dollars to the tourist and dive 
industry in Sonoma and Mendocino 
counties). The first felony conspiracy 
conviction, and prison term, was a 
sign that no longer would there be 
business as usual.  
 
With the AMRC, SCAN continued to 
pressure the Commission to close the 
"loophole" area that provided a cloak 
of legitimacy to many of the poaching 
operations, and competed with the 
fledgling aquaculturists. Finally, after 
being joined by some of the more es-
tablished diving organizations, com-
mercial catch of abalone was sus-
pended throughout the state. A hand-
ful of untrained activists, for the love 
of a sport, had given voice to the div-
ing community, and had succeeded in 
their mission. 
  
The question remained, was it too 
late?    
 
Today the cat and mouse game be-
tween the poachers and wardens 
continue. Violators can expect mini-
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of abalone (N=160), ranging in size from 29-175mm from 
Van Damme State Park over the past three reproductive 
seasons.  First, the animals were dissected and the gonad 
index and size were recorded giving an indication of 
spawning condition.  Next, gonad tissue samples were 
taken and fixed in Invertebrate Davidson’s Solution 
(formalin based fix) then transferred to alcohol.  Once in 
alcohol the tissue samples were processes for paraffin 
histology.  Deparaffinized 5 µm sections were stained with 
hematoxylin and eosin and mounted on slides so that the 
cell structure of the gonad tissue could be examined using 
light microscopy.  From this examination the sex of each 
individual could be assessed as well as the maturity. 
 
Sexual maturity is defined as the presence of mature oo-
cytes in females and sperm in males.  Mature oocytes are 
easily differentiated from immature oocytes because of 
their large size, color and attachment.  Immature oocytes 
stain violet, are usually less than 50 µm in diameter, and 
form clusters attached to trabeculae within the gonad.  
Mature oocytes stain magenta, attain a diameter of about 
180 µm and are unattached ready to be released during 
spawning.  We found that of the six smallest animals in the 
collection (29-63mm) none had differentiated gonad tissue 
therefore sex could not yet be assigned (not yet a male or 
female). The smallest immature female in our samples 
was 2 inches (50mm).  The smallest female with mature 
oocytes was 4.1 inches (106mm) with a body weight of 
170 grams.  Of the 17 females examined ranging in size 
from 106-130mm, only 6 had mature oocytes.  All the fe-
males (N=48) larger than 5.1 inches (130mm) had mature 
oocytes and were ready to spawn.  We also see that the 
sex ration is 1:1 males to females.  Since males mature at 
a smaller size, the smallest male with sperm had a shell 
length of 3 inches (75mm), and a body weight of 40 grams.  
Of the 9 males in the size range from 72-95mm, 4 had ma-
ture sperm.  From these results we can see that the mini-
mum legal size (178mm) is well above the minimum size 
at first reproduction. 
 
Other researchers looking at red abalone reproduction 

have found similar results.  Giorgi and DeMartini in the 
1970’s collected 76 red abalone ranging in size from 25-
175mm.  They found that the smallest mature male was 
85mm, which is in close agreement with our results.  Their 
smallest immature female was 40mm and our smallest 
female was 49mm.  Since the small females had only im-
mature oocytes this suggests that it could take some time 
for immature oocytes to develop in the wild.  Their defini-
tion of female maturity was somewhat different from ours.  
We required the presence of mature oocytes, while they 
did not.  This difference in definitions makes it difficult to 
directly compare the size at first maturity (females) be-
tween the two studies.  Ault collected 217 animals (ranging 
in size from 30-200mm) and induced spawning in the labo-
ratory.  He found that the smallest spawning female was 
115mm, and the smallest male 70mm.  All specimens > 
140mm spawned, and none below 60mm spawned which 
is in close agreement with our results.  Therefore, previous 
studies using different methods support our results. 
 
More work is currently underway examining reproduction 
in red abalone.  We are now in the fourth year of collecting 
red abalone reproduction information. We hope to learn 
what the timing of red abalone spawning is as well as what 
the influence of warm-water years are on the reproduction 
of red abalone in northern California.  Stay tuned for more 
results as we find them.  Thanks for supporting the local 
red abalone fishery through the recreational red abalone 
stamp and we hope to see you sometime in the future at 
the coast! 
 
Editor’s Note -  
Setting the legal size limit on abalone at 7” is perhaps one 
of the most significant regulations set by Fish and Game 
biologists.  (They did it right!) 
 
As indicated by Dr. Bennett, abalone begin to reproduce at 
3” for males and 4.1” for females.  Although the release of 
eggs for 3” and 4” abalone is well below the release for 
legal size abalone, they have several years before they 
can be legally harvested.  Thus there are always, in the 
wild, sub legal sized abalone that are reproducing and 
keeping the fishery sustainable.   ������������  
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mum fines of $500, and hard core 
poachers jail or prison time depending 
on the scope of their operation. The 
wardens have more resources and 
money at their disposal, thanks to 
funds provided by a special abalone 
stamp. They are still woefully under-
manned though, a few wardens are 
charged with patrolling hundreds upon 
hundreds of miles of coastline. 
 
In Southern California, only the Red 

Abalone survives in any numbers in a 
few isolated areas. Withering Foot 
Syndrome has decimated the Black 
Abalone, and the Sabellid Worm 
(introduced by abalone farms) threat-
ens all the species. The White Aba-
lone was officially listed as an endan-
gered species in 2001, and, because 
population density is critical to rebuild-
ing stocks, it©s speculated that the 
species will be gone by 2010. A cap-
tive-breeding program has begun in 
an attempt to save it from extinction.  
If you dive the southern waters of the 
state you will see miles and miles of 

prime habitat. What you won©t see is 
abalone.  
 
Recently the Commission has taken 
action to preserve stocks in Northern 
California, limiting the take to 25 per 
year via a punch card, and dropping 
the limit to 3 per day. Northern divers 
can take in what is probably the finest 
recreational abalone diving in the 
world. They can thank a handful of 
grass roots activists.  ������������  
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The best thing to do is get all the information you can: 
number and description of person(s), type of dive gear, 
color, vehicle make and color, license and location, other 
witnesses and any other markings or unusual features. 
 
If an officer cannot make the scene on time the informa-
tion will be recorded and may assist in a future citation.  
Most offenders are habitual and will continue their pattern 
even after they have been caught. 
 
Besides CALTIP – 1-800-DFG-CALTIP – enforcement 
can be reached at the following numbers.  Copy them 
down and keep them in your vehicle: 
 
 
      ������������  
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Fully 20% of all abalone harvested in California are 
landed in either Fort Ross (13%) or Van Damme (7%) 
 
There was a request before the RAAC to discuss two 
fisheries-related items.  First, the Fish and Game Com-
mission has received a request that July be opened for 
abalone harvesting.  The committee discussed this exten-
sively and concluded that the increase take posed in-
creased risks to the resource without sufficient benefits.  
The second request also originated with the Fish and 
Game Commission and involves a proposal by ex-
commercial abalone divers to open an “experimental” 
fishery off southern California’s San Miguel Island.  
Though the proposal is couched in a scientific-appearing 
presentation, the author acknowledges that the numbers 
used are guesses.  Unlike the Abalone Recovery and 
management Plan (ARMP), this proposal is not peer-
reviewed and even a cursory reading suggests it would 
not fair well under rigorous review.  Still, there is some 
intent within DFG, under pressure from the Fish and 
Game Commission, to include this proposal as am ap-

pendix in the ARMP applying to its Management Alterna-
tive 1, allowing a limited fishery prior to fully satisfying 
recovery criteria.  If, as this development suggests, the 
Fish and Game Commission is accepting manor revisions 
and additions to the ARMP prior to its approval, there is 
both an opportunity and a need for other interested par-
ties to make their ideas known for inclusion.  This, in turn, 
suggests the need for additional scientific review and op-
portunities for public comment.  All of which seem to indi-
cate that ARMP adoption by the Fish and Game Commis-
sion is yet a long way off.  This is a peculiar situation con-
sidering that ARMP adoption is the highest priority of the 
commercial interests making this proposal (by law, ARMP 
adoption must occur before any southern California fish-
ery can be reopened).  This is another situation that will 
bear close scrutiny.  As far as the RAAC’s reaction, a re-
quest will be made of the Director of Fish and Game that 
the Fish and Game Commission complete its ARMP re-
view and adoption process before any consideration to 
actions that affect either northern or southern California 
abalone landings. 
 
This, in a nutshell, is how a few of us spent the day last 
September 13.  ������������  
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 SCAN members who hunt or fish for rockfish will want to check out the next newsletter, when we’ll have a 
lengthy interview with SCAN board member Mike Malone about the current status of rockfish.  Mike’s been involved 
with rockfish for twenty years now, either as a fisherman or as a lobbyist for the resource and for recreational fisher-
men.  We’ll find out what’s happening on the reefs and in Sacramento. ������������  
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By Randy Floren 

 
  DFG 
 

 Steve Riske, Patrol Captain: 838-6930 
  
 Bob Pera, Warden   
   (Jenner): 887-0713 
  
 Danny Reno, Warden  
   (Gualala): 884-9164 
  
 Gary Combes, Warden  
   (Mendocino): 477-6652 
   
 Dennis McKiver, Warden  
   (Fort Bragg): 477-6653 
  
 Ed Ramos, Warden  
   (Rockport): 477-6654 
 
  Sheriff Dispatch Guerneville  565-2121 
 
  State Parks Dispatch   (916) 358-1300 



S.C.A.N. Membership/Renewal Application 
 
If you wish to join or renew your membership in Sonoma County Abalone Network, please fill out this form, make 
out a check for $10.00 membership, and send both to:  Sonoma County Abalone Network, P.O. Box 3801, Santa 
Rosa, CA  95402. 
 
YES, I WANT TO HELP PREVENT ABALONE POACHING: 
 
   __________  NEW MEMBER       

   __________  RENEWING MEMBER 

Member Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State______________ Zip___________ Phone____________________ 

Special Interests______________________________________________________________________ 
  

 Qty.___________ MEMBERSHIP $10.00 __________________ 

 Qty.___________ S.C.A.N. HATS $15.00 __________________ 

 Qty.___________ S.C.A.N. T-SHIRT $15.00 ________________ 

   (circle size)  M / XL / XXL / XXXL   

   TOTAL REMITTANCE $___________________ 
 

SIGNATURE_____________________________________________________ DATE_______________________ 


