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By Jim Martin

Thanks to all Scanners for the great response to the petition to stop the pro-
posed commercial and recreational harvest of abalone at San Miguel Island.
Special thanks go to our members who went the extra mile and collected many,
many signatures and sent them in: Wayne Jueal, Alex Hoeffner, David Sims,
Raymond Will, and Frank Harvey. Outstanding work!

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) has posted an online version of the pe-
tition. This allows people to send a letter about the San Miguel Island abalone
issue to the Fish & Game Commission, the Governor, and their individual state
legislator — all in one easy step! Just go to: http://actionstudio.org/?go=2511
There's even a tell-a-friend feature so you can alert your "buddy list."

(Continued on page 6)

By George Lawry

As SCAN Founder, President and lifelong “ab catcher”, |, with mixed feelings, am
moving with my wife Charlotte (former SCAN Treasurer) to the wilds of Montana!

It has been a great run with SCAN, and the people | have met and worked with
have greatly enriched my life on this planet. It is always a pleasure to meet fel-
low “Scanners” and receive encouragement for the work we are doing. This
work will continue as new people step forward to carry out our mission.

SCAN has moved from a modest start in 1995 to a strong force on the North
Coast and at the State level as well. SCAN is the voice of the abalone and will
continue to be heard.

I will miss diving for the gift of the sea, and hopefully my return visits to California
will be planned to get in a dive or two.

All'is not lost however; soon | will be trading my ab-iron and wetsuit for a fly rod
and waders.

So long for now, carry on with SCAN, and dive safely!

George and Charlotte H
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On April 21%and 22", the Bodega Bay Fisher-
men's Festival drew hundreds of visitors to the
north coast. The annual event celebrates fishing
and conservation. Local clergy bless the commer-
cial and recreational fleets as the decorated boats
pass through the harbor. Saturday morning graced
us with sunny weather, but by early in the after-
noon there was a downpour that drove most of the
crowd and the exhibitors off to more comfortable
accommodations.

SCAN board members work the booth at the BodegaheFis
men's Festival in April. From left to right: Mike &bne, Milo
Vukovich, George Lawry and Jim Martin.

Sonoma County Abalone Network (SCAN) board
members George Lawry, Rand Floren, Mike
Malone, Milo Vukovich, and SCAN members Ed
Scholz, Rick Garzoli, and Eric Schaller all helped
out with a booth for SCAN this past weekend at the
Bodega Fishermen's Festival. Although it poured
down rain on Saturday, Sunday was great weather,
and we talked to scores of people about this San
Miguel Island (SMI) abalone harvest issue. We
handed out the business cards providing the link to
the online petition and we are already seeing some
results with more signing up. There were a lot of
recreational abalone divers at the Fish Fest; | bet a
nickel it was because people got blown off the wa-
ter and were looking for something else to do in
Sonoma County.

Several people who stopped by our booth asked us
about why we were opposing a commercial aba-
lone fishery. They didn't dive but liked to eat aba-

By Jim Martin

lone and all kinds of seafood. Some folks confused
abalone farming with a commercial fishery. This
was a tourist event, where people come to listen to
music, drink wine and eat seafood. The big hit of
the show was the farmed, BBQ'd oysters (from
Washington state). It made me think we need to
clarify our message to the public and distinguish
between farmed abalone and wild abalone, how
abalone in the wild are slow-growing and residen-
tial, and how few abalone are left in SoCal. We
need to talk up our successful management of aba-
lone on the north coast, and how the only threat is
poaching and what we do about it.

A number of commercial fishermen we spoke to
agreed with us about the SMI issue. We can work
to get them to speak up if we reassure them we are
not against all forms of commercial fishing and
aquaculture.

It was great to have another SCAN board meeting.
We had some prospective board members drop by
the booth. Currently, there are 3-4 vacancies on
the board. George Lawry is leaving for greener
Montana pastures with buffalo and trout, so it's up
to the next generation to continue the legacy of
SCAN.

SCAN members Rick Garzoli and Ed Scholz voluntdetha
SCAN booth in Bodega

We decided to make the proposed harvest of aba-
lone at San Miguel Island, the battle Numero Uno
Priority for SCAN, along with assuring a smooth
transition to new leadership for SCAN. Having a
focus helps. We have some money in the bank,
some new energy on the board, and a desire to
win!

|



Page 3

S.C.AN. is dedicated to the
protection of the North Coastal
Marine Environment and
the wise management
of the abalone resource.

S.C.A.N. Officers

George Lawry
President
(Vacant)

Vice President

Curtis Degler

Secretary

George Lawry

Treasurer

Directors
Rand Floren
Mike Malone

Jim Martin

Milo Vukovich

Jerel Culver, Atty

(Legal Advisor)

The S.C.A.N. Newsletter is published
quarterly. We welcome your article
submissions and/or news items.
Please send items to the:

Sonoma County Abalone Network
P.O. Box 3801
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 .

Discussions are being held on the
merits of the abalone report card
system - is it working? SCAN has
expressed concern on the low
number of cards that are returned
(about 20%). With the minimum
card return, can the data collected
give a true picture of what is hap-
pening in the field?

SCAN has suggested an incentive
program to increase response,
perhaps a raffle. Other sugges-
tions (not by SCAN) would be to
impose fines or a restriction of li-
cense for the following year.

By George Lawry

The card system (honor system) is
being abused, willfully by poachers
and by sportsmen who are
“sloppy” with their paperwork or
confused by the “fine print.”

There are discussions of imple-
menting a tagging system, similar
to hunting tags. With the purchase
of a license a card and tags would
be issued. Each abalone taken
would be tagged, and the date,
time, location , etc. would be re-
corded.

(Continued on page 6)

It is sad to report that one of our
own ab divers, Timothy Haagen-
sen, was killed in a motorcycle ac-
cident on the Bay Bridge on April
2nd.

Tim was an avid ab diver and
sportsman. He leaves his wife,
Eveline and two children, Erik and
Angela.

SCAN has received numerous do-
nations in memory of Tim Haagen-
sen. If you wish to donate in Tim’s
memory, donate to “Tim Haagen-
sen Memorial Fund” in care of
SCAN.

Mary Kerrigan provided the follow-
ing tribute:

Timothy Haagensen was born and
raised in Walnut Creek, CA with
his parents, Margaret and Ray-
mond, as well as his siblings; Ray,
Hans, David, and Lynn. Tim was
an integral part of Larkey Park
Swim Team as he grew. In 1973
he graduated from Del Valle High
School in Walnut Creek. The same
year Tim joined the Coast Guard
as a rescue diver. He was sta-

tioned in Sault Ste. Marie, Michi-
gan; Coos Bay, Oregon; Norfolk,
Virginia; and Minami Torishima
(Marcus Island) in the northwest
Pacific Ocean for one year. Mar-
cus lIsland is a Japanese territory
used as a LORAN-C navigation
station staffed by 23 "coasties".

In 1982 Tim married Eveline and
they had two wonderful children,
Angela and Erik.

Aside from his family and friends
Tim had many other loves; camp-
ing, hunting, fishing, boating, div-
ing (always looking for the biggest
abalone), as well as being an avid
traveler. Tim dove for abalone off
the Northern California coast for
30 years and has also dove for
Lobster in Southern California.
Tim's travels brought him to mag-
nificent places such as Tabhiti,
Mexico, Caribbean, and Hawaii.
Tim enjoyed recreational diving in
all of these destinations.

Timothy Haagensen was an ex-
traordinary individual who touched
many lives.

|
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December 21, 2006 - “Two San Francisco Men Held
in Abalone Possession”!

January 13, 2007 - “Two Plead No Contest in Aba-
lone Conspiracy Case”!

January 16, 2007 - “Four Men Caught with 73 Aba-
lone™

Here we go again....poachers off to a good start in
‘07. Details of the above cases are shown below:

2 SF MEN HELD IN ABALONE POSSESSION

Two San Francisco men were arrested Friday on
suspicion of felony possession of abalone after a
drunken-driving traffic stop in Cloverdale.

Police stopped the driver of the car, Ming Wong, 46,
at 9:58 p.m. at the Citrus Fair off-ramp on Highway
101 for driving erratically and lacking a headlight,
according to the Cloverdale Police Department.

It was determined he was under the influence of al-
cohol and he was arrested, at which time police lo-
cated two bags containing 49 abalone, 46 of which
were under the legal size limit of 7 inches, police

£l

The legal limit for the number of abalone an individ-
ual can possess is three.

Wong's passenger, Steven Ichikawa, 53, admitted
they had taken the abalone from the Mendocino
Coast near Fort Bragg, police said.

Wong told police they pick abalone at Christmastime
every year to give out to family and friends.

The men face potential fines of up to $40,000 for
taking the abalone, police said.

- Glenda Anderson

TWO PLEAD NO CONTEST IN ABALONE CON-
SPIRACY CASE

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA

01/13/07 3:05 PST

Two men, including an Alameda restaurant owner,
pleaded no contest in Sonoma County Superior
Court last week to conspiracy charges related to
harvesting abalone in a closed area or selling or

(Continued on page 6)
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SCAN is funding a Marine Science Endowment at

Santa Rosa Junior College. The endowment will be
effective starting in the 2008 school year and will be
open to full-time students pursuing a career in Ma-
rine Biology or related fields.

Mike Malone, Rand Floren and George Lawry make
up the Scholarship Committee and will make the fi-
nal selection of candidates provided by the SRJC
Scholarship Committee.

This newsletter was to be issued in March, prior to the
opening of ab season. Due to a “glitch” in communica-
tion this edition is a month late. Some of the “news” is
dated and a good deal has been rewritten. Again,
apologies are in order.

The announcement for dues did not get out on time;
see page 7 for the Membership Renewal Application.

The newsletter is our main contact with the membership
to keep all informed and alerted to upcoming issues of
impact on the abalone resource.

We will now resume with a quarterly issue of SCAN
news. ]

# |

The Board of Directors met on February 5" and ac-
cepted the resignation of President Rocky Daniels.
Rocky is one of the founding members and a Lifetime
Member of SCAN. Pressures of job-related work
prompted his stepping down. He will remain a strong
supporter of the abalone resource.

Rocky has served ten years as a board member,
Vice President and President. His knowledge and
dedication have given SCAN identity and recognition
at the local and state level.

George Lawry is being ‘recycled’ and was appointed
interim President of the Board.

The Board approved Milo Vukovich as a new Board
member. m
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The Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) was passed
into law in 1999, and Governor Arnold Schwar-
zenegger has made the implementation of the
MLPA a top priority of his environmental agenda.
The MLPA calls for a "network of marine protected
areas" that restrict fishing by zonal management.

Sonoma County is ground zero for the next phase
of the MLPA. The central coast, from Point Concep-
tion to Pigeon Point, suffered a two-year stake-
holder process that resulted in a 20% area closure
to bottomfishing. The Commission chose all the
best fishing areas to close.

Meanwhile, traditional fishery management contin-
ues to work. Rockfish populations are rebounding
because of the existing area closures where over-
fished species of rockfish live in federal marine wa-
ters. North coast abalone remain one of the most
healthy populations in the world. The MLPA proc-
ess threatens sustainable, economically important
fisheries such as commercial crabbing, sea urchins
and salmon trolling, not to mention the behemoth of
recreational angling and diving, which contributes
millions of dollars to the rural economies of the
north coast.

Now that the Commission has approved a plan for
the central coast, the MLPA juggernaut is moving
north to cover the region between Pigeon Point and
Alder Creek, just north of Point Arena.

It's time for our state legislators, like Senator Pat
Wiggins and Assemblymember Patty Berg, to step
in and take a few swings of the political bat for our
sustainable fisheries on the north coast. As recrea-
tional abalone divers, we've been ahead of the

&

By Jim Martin

curve with public-private partnerships like SCAN's
donations to the Department of Fish & Game's se-
cret anti-poacher squad, the Special Operations
Unit, and we've been educating the public about
poaching and good conservation. We'll fight just as
hard to maintain our public coastal access. Tell the
Governor to start listening to the fishermen.

Call Senator Pat Wiggins: (916) 651-4002
Call Assemblymember Patty Berg: (916) 319-2001

Tell them:

1. You are concerned about the extent of the
MLPA project, and worried about the loss
of our cherished public access points.

2. Mention that SCAN has provided the DFG
with thousands of dollars for enforcement
and good management, and that divers
deserve better treatment than they are get-
ting from the Governor and the CA Fish &
Game Commission.

3. Ask them to reconsider the proposed MPAs
in Central California and support the pack-
age of marine protected areas designed by
the fishermen. Fishing and diving groups
came together and proposed a network of
MPAs that exceeded the scientific guide-
lines, while protecting public access to the
ocean.

No one wants to protect marine resources as much
as we do! However, if there is no place left to fish,
or divers are crowded into smaller and smaller ar-
eas, we will lose the base of support the state
needs to conserve and protect these resources.

The battle continues—uwill there be a commercial
abalone fishery in San Miguel Island? Or no?
SCAN says no! And the science community says
no! The Fish and Game Commission is still listen-
ing to the commercial divers, and are moving to-
ward justification of an opening.

SCAN has a petition circulating to stop this prema-
ture opening. (See Jim Martin’s article on page 1 for
the website). We have printed ten thousand cards

By George Lawry

with the message, “Say No to Commercial Abalone
Harvest”.

Cards are being distributed to dive shops, clubs
and businesses. The cards link to informational
sites and an online petition. The online petition also
sends copies to the Governor and Legislature.

This proposed opening is premature and will serve
as a “foot in the door” - next the Farralons! And

perhaps the North Coast! B
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(Continued from page 3)

Another option would be a quota system, where a
fixed number of divers/pickers would be allotted to a
particular dive area. The quota would be estab-
lished by D.F.G. surveys, depending on the density
of abalone in a particular area. This could result in
some areas being shut altogether.

(Continued from page 1)

So, what's the status of the proposed harvest of
abalone in SoCal? SCAN members, and many aba-
lone divers have voiced their concerns at Fish &
Game Commission meetings in recent months.
Brandi Easter testified in Arcata, George Tutwiler
and Jim Martin testified in Monterey, and some di-
vers in southern California plan to speak out at their
next meeting in San Diego. The DFG is completing
a survey of the abalone population at the island, and
a special Abalone Advisory Group to the Commis-

(Continued from page 4)
buying sport-caught abalone, the Sonoma County
district attorney's office said.

Kalen Tanaka, 43, of Hayward, pleaded no contest
Jan. 5 to conspiracy to commit a crime. He faces
probation, a $20,000 fine and the lifetime revocation
of his fishing license when he is sentenced Feb. 22.

Restaurateur Jeffrey Chow, 36, also pleaded no
contest to conspiracy to illegally harvest abalone for
commercial purposes. He faces a $40,000 fine, 90
days in jail, probation and the lifetime loss of his
fishing license on Feb. 22.

The investigation began in 2003 with a tip to the
special operations unit of the California Department
of Fish and Game, Sonoma County District Attorney
Stephan Passalacqua said.

Tanaka drove with other divers to the Sonoma and
Mendocino Coasts to take legal limits of abalone

There are pros and cons to these proposals, and
many questions arise. One thing for sure is the bad
guys will figure a way to get around any system. All
this is looming in the near future, while the number
of wardens on the coast is diminishing.

It's getting complicated, folks — what happened to
the “good old days™? The poachers took them!

sion has been meeting to "design a fishery" should
the Commission decide to approve it. According to
some of the documents we've seen, the survey is
not encouraging, but there's a possibility that a com-
mercial fishery could open as soon as October, with
90% of the allocation to the commercial divers and
10% to recreational! SCAN is collecting signatures
and encouraging people to contact their legislators
about their misgivings about this proposal. We have
all summer to gather momentum, so stay tuned.

and delivered them to Chow in Alameda, Passalac-
gqua said. Fish and Game wardens observed the
abalone harvesting on several occasions and got
proof Chow paid approximately $40 for each aba-
lone, Passalacqua said.

FOUR MEN...

Four men, two sets of brothers, were apprehended
by Fish & Game officers south of Fort Bragg with 73
abalone in possession. Randy Lee Appleyard, 23,
and brother Allen Dean Otis Palmer, 27, both of Cit-
rus Heights were the divers. Robert Barrett, 24 and
Joe Barrett, 21 of Pioneer, Ca. were posted as look-
outs.

One of the men told the arresting officer that this
was their third or fourth trip.

The four will appear in Mendocino Superior Court on
February 27, for arraignment and possible plea. A
tip from a local individual proved to be the key in
making this arrest H

~
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Congratulations to Rick Garzoli, Jr., a new
Life Member! This brings our total of “Lifers”
to seven.

With two big issues coming into play in Califor-
nia, Marine Life Protection Act *MLPA) and
the possible opening of a commercial abalone
fishery on San Miguel Island (SMI) we need to
raise our voice as recreational fishers. The
goal is to increase membership to 500 in
2007.

Talk to your friends, dive buddies, girlfriends,
visit the website (abalonenetwork.org), click
on membership for an application or cut one
from this newsletter (see below).

Do it now!

DUES WERE DUE APRIL 1 — PLEASE SUPPORT SCAN

S.C.A.N. Membership/Renewal Application

Robert D’Arcy

Roger and Jack Denny

Tim Howe
Robert Miche

Petaluma Outdoorsmen

David Engman
Stan Buffa
Mark lves
Robert Ferrera
Rian Piccolo
Mike Kerrigan

If you wish to join or renew your membership in Sonoma County Abalone Network
out a check for $10.00 membership, and send both to: Sonoma County Abalone Network

Rosa, CA 95402.

NEW MEMBER

YES, | WANT TO HELP PREVENT ABALONE POACHING:

RENEWING MEMBER

Member Name

Welcome to the following new members:

San Francisco
Berkeley
Oakland

San Francisco
Petaluma
Santa Rosa
Novato

Santa Rosa
Santa Rosa
Rohnert Park
Petaluma

Email Address

Street Address

City State

Special Interests

Phone

Qty.
Qty.
Qty.

SIGNATURE

MEMBERSHIP $10.00

S.C.AN. HATS $15.00

S.C.AN. T-SHIRT $15.00

(circle size) M/ L/ XL/ XXL [ XXXL

TOTAL REMITTANCE $

DATE

, please fill out this form, make
, P.O. Box 3801, Santa






