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A retirement dinner was given January 22 
for DFG Patrol Captain Mike Wade.  Mike 
ended his 29 years of service to the Califor-
nia Department of Fish & Game on Decem-
ber 30, 2004. 
 
Mike was born in Long Beach, California 
and graduated from high school there in 
1965.  Upon graduation, he enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps and served in 
Vietnam in 1966-1967.  A graduate of Long 
Beach University, with a degree in Criminol-
ogy, he began his career with the Depart-
(Continued on page 7) 
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IN THIS ISSUE….. 

The Department of Fish and Game does 
use data from Abalone Permit Report 
Cards which are returned at the end of 
the season.   
 
A subset of the cards is entered into a 
database for analysis but, the relatively 
low rate of returns since the cards’ incep-
tion in 2000 could produce inaccurate 
estimates of abalone catch.   
 
Card return rates have ranged from 18% 
in 2001 to 43% in 2002.  The high 2002 
return rate was due in part to a post card 
reminder which was sent to all people in a 
database of card purchasers.   
 
Department biologists believed people 
who did not return their cards might be 
less likely to catch abalone than those 
who return cards, and catch estimates 

based solely on returned cards would be 
high.  At this point, erroneously high catch 
estimates do not affect the fishery since 
the Abalone Recovery and Management 
Plan bases management decisions on 
densities determined by scuba surveys.  
The main purpose for making accurate 
catch estimates would be to evaluate the 
sustainability of the fishery. 
 
The telephone surveys showed people 
from the non-return group were less likely 
to catch or try to catch abalone than card-
return group.  Less than 6% of the card-
return group said they did not try to catch 
abalone (zero effort) compared to 17% of 
the non-return group (Table 1).  A similar 
but less dramatic trend was seen for peo-
ple who tried but were not successful in 
catching abalone (zero catch). 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Steve Riske with Mike Wade 

����
���
����





�����
�����
��

�
���


���� �
 !"
#"$��"��"�
�%
�!"
����&�
��'��	
�(����"
#"�$��) 




Page 2 

In 2000, President Clinton dedicated a California 
Coastal National Monument.  The monument encom-
passes all rocks and reefs above mean high tide, not 
connected to shore but within 12 miles of land.  The 
monument totals about 1,000 acres along California’s 
1,100-mile coastline.   
 
Jurisdiction of the monument lies within the Federal Bu-
reau of Land Management (BLM.)   Sportsmen have 
concerns that, as the plan develops, recreational access 
and restrictions could be applied which would be in con-
flict with current Fish and Game regulations. 
 
The following letter was written by SCAN providing our 
concerns on the August 2004 Draft Report.  (A copy of 
this Draft Plan can be had by request by writing to Cali-
fornia Coastal National Monument, 299 Foam St., Mon-
terey, CA 93940.) 
-------------------------------------------- 
December 13, 2004 
 
Herrick E. Hanks 
California Coastal National Monument 
299 Foam Street 
Monterey, CA 93940 
 
RE: Sonoma County Abalone Network (SCAN)  
comments on California Coastal National Monument 
Draft Resources Management Plan/Draft  Environmental 
Impact Statement by the Bureau of Land Management, 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
 
Dear Mr. Hanks: 
 
Please accept this brief response to the CCNM draft on 
behalf of the Sonoma County Abalone Network (SCAN).  
It is unfortunate that our organization has not been 
made aware of the plan progress until the November 

meeting in San Francisco.  This leaves but a short pe-
riod of study prior to the December 16 deadline for re-
sponses. 
 
SCAN is a non-profit (501 c3) established in 1995 for 
the sole purpose of the protection and enhancement of 
the north coast abalone resource.  We have partnered 
with C.D.F.G. in creel surveys, enforcement support, 
education and public awareness programs.  Our primary 
focus has been to assist C.D.F.G. in combating the ram-
pant abalone poaching that has occurred during the last 
decade.  Our membership is made up largely of fisher-
men, abalone divers and in general, recreational users 
of the marine environment. 
 
The Sonoma County Abalone Network has many con-
cerns on the administrative aspects of the management 
plan.  Another layer of government control, duplication 
of efforts, funding sources and the complexity of man-
agement with core partners and other state, federal and 
local agencies all are of concern. 
 
Time does not permit going into detail on the above; 
however, the use of vague and subjective terminology 
and the conclusory statements appearing throughout 
this plan will surely create challenges and litigation. 
 
SCAN holds the position that restrictions based on sub-
jective determination are totally unacceptable. 
 
Our primary concern with the RMP is recreational ac-
cess.  The 1100 mile California coastline is an immense 
recreational opportunity for Californians.  The ocean 
provides a vast area for public use and an important 
diversion from inland recreation and urban life. 
 
The protection of marine wildlife and habitat is a noble 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Now that the ’05 season is open, here are a few 
reminders of how to stay out of trouble.  
 
During the ’04 abalone season, citations were writ-
ten for various infractions of regulations.  Fines 
ranged from a $101 low to $500 per individual.  A 
$500 fine is sure to ruin your day, and the abalone 
and sometimes gear are also taken. 
 

By far the most repeated infraction was for failure 
to properly fill out and punch the report card.  Other 
examples were as follows: 
 
Two people diving, one person exited the water 
and left his “dive buddy” with six abalone in the 
tube!  Next, a boat dive with divers failing to fill out 
their report cards before coming ashore; two divers 

(Continued on page 5) 
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S.C.A.N. is dedicated to the  
protection of the North Coastal 

Marine Environment and  
the wise management  

of the abalone resource. 
_______________ 

 
S.C.A.N. Officers  

 

George Lawry 

President 

Rocky Daniels 

Vice President 

Char Lawry 

Treasurer 

Tish Rankin 

Secretary 

 

Directors 

Rand Floren 

Roy Spadoni 

Ralph Voltmer 

Greg Gunheim 

Curtis Degler 

Dennis Ronlund 

Mike Malone 

Jerel Culver, Atty 

(Legal Advisor) 

_______________ 
 

The S.C.A.N. Newsletter is published 
quarterly.  We welcome your article 

submissions and/or news items.    
Please send items to the: 

 
Sonoma County Abalone Network 

P.O. Box 3801 
Santa Rosa, CA  95402 . 
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· Tomales Environmental Learning Center (T.E.L.C.):    As reported in 
the last newsletter, this group of high school students under the direction 
of instructor Bill McMillin, have an agenda toward the marine environ-
ment.  SCAN has contributed $1,500.00 to their program.  The grant will 
be utilized to buy monitoring equipment for use in the field as well as the 
classroom. 
 

On March 10th, SCAN president Lawry spoke to the class, giving a brief 
history of SCAN and the importance of the red abalone to the North 
Coast.  At one point, instructor McMillin asked for a show of hands of all 
those interested in learning to dive – just about all raised their hands!  
OK, SCAN members, we need volunteers for water safety and free div-
ing instruction. 
 

· President Lawry spoke to members of the Redwood Empire Divers 
on March 3rd.  Subjects discussed were the Stornetta Ranch issue and 
the California Coastal National Monument. 
 

· On March 8th SCAN met with Patrol Lt. Steve Riske and Sonoma 
County Assistant District Attorney Greg Jacobs.  Also joining in by phone 
was Lt. Cathy Pointing from Special Operations Unit.  Sonoma County 
has been the “go to” county for prosecuting abalone poachers.  This now 
shows signs of changing. 
 

(Continued on page 7) 

Sorry I missed the April 1st deadline for issuing the SCAN news.  Seems to be a 
bad health time with Char now in a wheelchair , V.P. Rocky with cane-
assistance while broken legs mend, and now it’s my turn.  I spent the first two 
weeks of April, no not diving for abs, but in the hospital recovering from colon 
surgery.  I am home now, but moving rather slowly and hopefully on the way 
back.  I will have to give the abs a rest for a while and hope the poachers don’t 
get them all before I return to the water. 
 
I am scheduling a meeting of SCAN Directors to discuss the fate of our organi-
zation.  Have we accomplished our mission?  Do we continue?  Do we merge 
with other like groups?  Or do we, after ten years, fold our tent?  It is difficult for 
me to let go, however health issues and “burn out” are real factors in making a 
decision. 
 
I have nothing but praise for you SCAN members who have supported our ef-
forts and raised your voices to protect the abalone; some of you have been 
members since the beginning. 
 
Our Board of Directors, just about all who have served for the full ten years, 
have been there when needed and have been the real movers to get SCAN off 
to a running start and recognized at the State level. 
 
This message sounds a bit melodramatic and a farewell – this is not my intent 
and I don’t mean to get “mushy.”  We will come up with something to keep 
SCAN in business and continue to “tree” the poachers! 
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SCAN is partnering with the Nor-Cal chapter of the 
Recreational Fishing Alliance (R.F.A.) to promote 
legislation that would stiffen the penalties for taking 
abalone for commercial purposes.   
 
Current law allows only a misdemeanor status for 
poaching large numbers of abalone unless a con-
spiracy can be proven.  Persons taking hundreds of 
abalone for obvious resale are now given light 
fines, probation, and no jail time.   
 
The proposed legislation that we are seeking would 
allow the court to impose a felony on poachers tak-
ing abalone for commercial purposes.  The legisla-

tion would define “commercial purposes” based on 
the number of abalone in possession and close the 
present loophole where poachers acting alone can 
be found with hundreds of abalone and charged 
only with a misdemeanor.   
 
SCAN and RFA have contacted State Senator Wes 
Chesbro (D., Arcata) asking that he sponsor the 
abalone bill.  This legislation is urgently needed and 
will require strong public support to move it along.   
 
For more details, check the SCAN website, 
www.abalonenetwork.org. 

���
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Bob Quigley, member from Jenner, reports seeing a group of ot-
ters near Wright’s Beach.  By description this group of three, 
shown in the photo, appear to be River Otters going for an ocean 
swim. 
 
Also, Bob sent a photo of the “kayak-eating” Elephant Seal who 
resides at Jenner – don’t tangle with this big guy. 
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We are always looking for new faces on our Board of 
Directors and also committees.  Please send a brief pro-
file and why you would like to participate with SCAN ac-
tivities to SCAN, P.O. Box 3801, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. 

Mark Davis San Rafael, CA 

Deahlia Baxman Monte Rio, CA 

Fred J. Carvajal Petaluma, CA 

Dennis Gilard Larkspur, CA 

J.T. Majors Lake Havisu City, AZ 

James Gervasi Lodi, CA 

Dave Le Beouf Cameron Park, CA 

Doug Glass Sacramento, CA 

Timber Cove Boat Landing Jenner, CA 

Rich Schulze 
 

Petaluma, CA 
 

Ron Cohen San Francisco, CA 

Paul Clark San Francisco, CA 

Robert D’Arcy San Francisco, CA 

Kathy Kennedy San Francisco, CA 

Kathy McMurry San Francisco, CA 

Natasha Yankoffski San Francisco, CA 

Bhusahn Mudbhary San Francisco, CA 

Jackie & Roger Denney Berkeley, CA 
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Table 1. Percentages of people with zero catch and zero effort 
depending on whether they returned cards or not in 2002 and 
2003 from telephone surveys. 

 
 
The average catch for people who tried to catch abalone 
varied between 11.0 and 7.4 depending upon whether 
people returned their abalone cards in 2002 and 2003 
(Table 2).  Average catch was consistent between the 
years.  People who returned cards averaged nearly 11 
abalone for both years while people who did not return 
their cards averaged between seven and eight abalone 
(Table 2).  Although the estimated average catch of aba-
lone per card is relatively small compared to the annual 
limit, these averages are in the range biologists were ex-
pecting with reductions in bag and annual limits in 2002.  
It was not intended that most people would catch the an-
nual limit. 
 
Table 2. Average Abalone Catches for 2002 and 2003 from tele-
phone surveys. 

 

The adjusted estimates for total catch were calculated by 
taking the catch from returned cards and adding an esti-
mate for the proportion of people who did not return cards 
based in telephone survey results.  For both 2002 and 
2003, the estimated total catch of abalone was 264,000.  
This estimate is much lower than in previous years as a 
result of changes in bag limits, annual limits, the econ-
omy, and the amount and accuracy of data available for 
review.  Using a combination of abalone report card data 
and targeted telephone surveys, Department biologists 
now have a means to formulate more accurate catch esti-
mates than before. 
 
The six most heavily used sites in the telephone survey 
for numbers of abalone caught were Fort Ross State 
Park/Reef Campground, Van Damme State Park, Sea 
Ranch, Salt Point State Park, Albion Head and Mendo-
cino Headlands.  The same six sites were always within 
the top twelve, but their order differed each year, depend-
ing on whether the data analyzed was from the card re-
turn group or non-return group.  The Fort Ross State Park 
and Reef Campground (Pedotti) sites combined consis-
tently produced the most abalone.  These two sites were 
combined because they are only a few miles apart, and 
people probably confuse the two sites. 
 
While the main purpose of the telephone survey was to 
capture fishing information, the interviewers asked addi-
tional questions concerning basic socio-economic charac-
teristics of the fishery users.  An estimated 32,500 fisher-
men tried to catch abalone in 2003 and the direct ex-
pense estimate for the whole fishery was approximately 
$8,500,000.  As each dollar of fishing expenditure enters 
the local economy, it stimulates additional expenditures 
and the total economic impact was estimated to be 
$12,095,000. 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 % Zero Catch  

Year Card  
Returned 

Card Not 
Returned 

Card  
Returned 

Card Not  
Returned 

2002 4.0 8.5 4.5 17.6 

2003 2.4 10.6 5.8 17.8 

% Zero Effort  

 

Year Card Returned Card Not  
Returned 

All Cards 

2002 11.0 7.7 9.5 

2003 10.6 7.4 8.9 

Catch/picker with some days fished  
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working, one diver observed getting abalone for the 
other diver; divers leaving report cards in car then 
travelling more than 500 yards to dive spot; under-
size abalone; over limits. 
 
The above are a few examples for you to avoid. 
 
Recent discussions with local enforcement officials 
indicate that the 500 yards rule will be strictly en-
forced; that is, your report card must be within 500 
yards of your dive spot.  If you park on the bluff or 

parking area and leave your punch card in your ve-
hicle and then walk over 500 yards to your dive 
spot, you will likely be cited. 
 
The report card must be on board your boat or 
kayak, and must be filled out immediately upon tak-
ing abalone.  Coming ashore without filling out the 
card will get you a citation. 
 
Follow the rules and don’t have your diving day ru-
ined. 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

�
�
����
�����
���
�
����
�����
���
�
����
�����
���
�
����
�����
��  



Page 6 

and just cause, and we are supportive of this aspect.  
The cost, not only in dollars spent, but in restriction of 
recreational activities must be weighted with benefits, 
which may or may not be achieved by the plan. 
 
State and federal regulations, California Fish & Game 
regulations as they are now written seem adequate.  
Fish & Game regulations as applied to abalone harvest 
have produced a sustainable abalone fishery on the 
north coast.  Recent Fish & Game code revisions have 
resulted in daily bag and yearly limit reductions which will 
further contribute to sustainability of the north coast aba-
lone resource. 
 
The R.M.P. clearly states that existing regulations will be 
utilized and that no new regulations will be required, ex-
cept, “seasonal access restrictions in some locations 
may be used by BLM and its core partners to protect 
sensitive populations.”  Further, BLM has the ultimate 
responsibility for the CCNM and its 
management.  As such, it will serve 
as the final decision making author-
ity for actions on the monument.” 
 
It would seem that there is ample 
room for jurisdictional conflict with 
such language.  The plan speaks of 
encouraging “recreational pursuits 
in the vicinity of CCNM rocks and 
islands that do not disturb wildlife” 
and provides, “appropriate access 
for visitors while insuring that sensi-
tive resources are protected.”  How 
will “sensitive” areas be identified? 
 
“Low impact recreation”, “limited 
use”, “sensitive resources”, are 
based upon subjective determina-
tion and can have a broad application in implementation.  
This is especially of concern when funding for adequate 
scientific research is not available, as is the present 
case.  This often leads to an over cautious approach re-
sulting in unnecessary closures and restrictions. 
 
It is also noted that the nesting and pupping periods for 
sea birds and pinnipeds, roughly April through August, is 
in direct conflict with abalone season and other near 
shore fishing, boating and kayaking activities. 
 
SCAN sides with the other recreational stakeholders and 
can foresee opportunities for those who support fishing 
closures and no-take areas due to the plan’s broad use 
of “protective” language. 
 
Alternative A, the preferred alternative in our judgment, is 

not balanced management.  It emphasizes protection of 
sea birds and mammals and supports “low-impact” rec-
reation.  Low-impact, again is a subjective term that is 
open for interpretation.  There is no balance here. 
 
It is unfortunate that I do not, at this time, have access to 
the scoping report.  If this is a printed document I would 
be pleased to obtain a copy (mail to address on letter-
head). 
 
As a recreational stakeholder, SCAN is most concerned 
with the potential loss of recreational opportunities on the 
California coast.  CDFG has a pending abalone recovery 
and management plan (ARMP), the Marine Life Protec-
tion Act (MLPA) and pending MPA’s all will result in loss 
of fishing opportunities. 
 
SCAN supports the use of reserves in managing the fish-
ery resource.  Reserves, however, should be based 
upon hard scientific data and implemented only by due 

process.  We, as sport fishermen, 
contribute greatly to the overall 
protection and enhancement of 
marine resources.  Recreational 
users / fishermen / divers / boat-
ers, etc. are major stakeholders 
and should be reflected as such in 
the plan. 
 
It has been stated that the final 
document is scheduled for release 
in the spring of 2005.  We would 
be pleased to discuss further the 
issues stated herein and would 
like to be included in any discus-
sions or actions that take place 
prior to final release. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to 

contribute these comments. 
 
Sincerely 
 
M. George Lawry 
President, Sonoma County Abalone Network (SCAN) 
 
Pc: Ryan Brodderick, Director CDFG 
 Robert Treanor, Executive Director,  
  California Fish & Game Commission 
 Mike Thompson, U.S. Representative 
-------------------------------------- 
 
P.S. – We have also written to Representative Mike 
Thompson asking for comments. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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The plan provides,  
“appropriate access 
for visitors while in-
suring that sensitive 
resources are pro-
tected.”     How will 
“sensitive” areas be 
identified?  
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S.C.A.N. Membership/Renewal Application  
 
If you wish to join or renew your membership in Sonoma County Abalone Network , please fill out this form, make 
out a check for $10.00 membership, and send both to:  Sonoma County Abalone Network , P.O. Box 3801, Santa 
Rosa, CA  95402.  
 
YES, I WANT TO HELP PREVENT ABALONE POACHING: 
 
   __________  NEW MEMBER       

   __________  RENEWING MEMBER 

Member Name________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Street Address ____________________________________ __________________________________________ 

City_____________________________ State____________ __ Zip___________ Phone____________________ 

Special Interests__________________________________ ____________________________________ 
  

 Qty.___________ MEMBERSHIP $10.00 ________________ __ 

 Qty.___________ S.C.A.N. HATS $15.00 _____________ _____ 

 Qty.___________ S.C.A.N. T-SHIRT $15.00 __________ ______ 

   (circle size)  M / XL / XXL / XXXL   

   TOTAL REMITTANCE $___________________ 
 

SIGNATURE_____________________________________________________ DATE_______________________ 

ment of Fish & Game in 1976.   No stranger to salt wa-
ter, Mike was promoted to Patrol Captain in 1982, and 
supervised Marine squads from San Francisco to the 
Oregon border. 
 
Mike was a “fierce hunter” of abalone poachers and 
was instrumental in the major poaching busts in the 
1990’s (HoJo Johnson et al.)  In 1995, Mike teamed up 
with yours truly (George Lawry) and others to form So-
noma County Abalone Network (SCAN.)  Mike guided 

SCAN through the early years, gave us direction and 
support from the Department. 
 
At his retirement dinner, Mike was presented a Life 
Membership to SCAN and received a Life Member 
Cap with appropriate starts and gold braid. 
 
Now it’s off to big game hunting and fishing and time 
with his wife Donna and his family – go for it Mike! 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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The purpose of the meeting was to discuss, in gen-
eral, progress of abalone poaching cases and the 
attitude of the District Attorney’s Office in prosecut-
ing environmental crimes.  With the retirement of 
experienced prosecutors and an influx of new inex-
perienced deputies, there may be a lull in perform-
ance that has been experienced in the past.  All 
thought it a good idea to hold a training session, pro-

viding deputy D.A.s with knowledge of abalone biol-
ogy and enforcement issues. 
 
SCAN will work with CDFG and the D.A.’s office in 
setting up a training session.   Keeping open com-
munication is most important to success; Greg Ja-
cobs assured us of full cooperation and reiterated 
the dedication of the D.A.’s office toward prosecu-
tion of abalone poachers. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Dues are due April 1, 2005 .  Let’s keep our membership up 
– send $10.00 to  SCAN, P.O. Box 3801, Santa Rosa CA 
95402 
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Our website manager, Curtis Degler has been in Southern 
India and was there when the tsunami hit.  He was teaching 
a SCUBA class and has remained there for the past three 
months doing what he can to help out.  Curtis is planning to 
return this April  -- look for updates to our website when he 
returns. 
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Our Vice President, Rocky has returned from work in San 
Diego and is again living at his home in Sebastopol.  While 
in San Diego, Rocky was in a motorcycle accident and 
suffered two broken legs.  Operations were successful and 
he is again working and getting around OK.  He will possibly 
undergo additional surgery to get him back to 100% and 
back in the water again.  Get well, Rocky! 
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DFG has scheduled creel counts for the following weekends: May 27-28 and June 24-25.  Volunteers are needed for Sonoma 
County – contact George (707-539-1523) or Jerry Kashawara, Fish & Game, Fort Bragg (707-964-9078) 


